[The role of stem and pluripotent cells in differentiation and the neoplastic transformation of pancreatic cells].
Certain differentiation-specific antigenic determinants are characteristic of pancreatic cells at each stage of embryonic development. Using immunohistochemical markers, we have demonstrated that the cells of several pancreatic tumors express some fetal proteins characteristic of embryonic cells of the pancreas. We propose that the presence of fetal antigens and proteins in the tumor is a sign of a lower tumor differentiation and a less favorable prognosis.